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Besleney Kabardian dialect 


The Besleney Kabardian dialect (A dyghe : Eecjib3Heti633, 
Besloeneibzce [bajslanajobza]) is one of the East Circassian dialects 
and usually considered a dialect of Kabardian. However, because the 
Besleney tribe lived at the center of Circassia, the Besleney dialect 
also shares a large number of features with dialects of Western 
Circassian. 
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Phonology 


Palatalized velar stops 

Like some other Kabardian dialects, the Besleney dialect has a palatalized voiced velar stop [g 1 ] (rb), a 
palatalized voiceless velar stop [kJ ] (Kb) and a palatalized velar ejective [kJ ' ] (xlb) that were merged 
with a>k [d3], u [t J] and kI [t J ' ] in most Circassian dialects.^ 

■ Besleney rb [g t] became ,q>K [d3] in other dialects: 



















Meaning 

Besleney 

Standard Adyghe 

Kabardian 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

chicken 

r b 3fl 

g jad 

H3Tbl 

tjata 

fl>K3 A 

d3ad 

cat 

rbafly 

g j adaw 

H3Tbiy 

tjataw 

fl>K3fly 

d3adaw 

shirt 

TbaHS 

gja:na 

fl>KaH3 

dja: na 

fl>KaH3 

d 3 a:na 

to study 
to read 

erbSH 

jagjan 

e,q>KaH 

jadjan 

e,q>K3H 

jad3an 

glass 

a6rb 

?a:bg j 

ann 

?a:pFj 

a6,q>K 

?a:bd 3 

game 

rbary 

g jag w 

A>Kary 

d3ag w 

fl>K3ry 

d3ag w 

bitter 

flbirb 

dag j 

flblflWbl 

dad3a 

flblfl>K 

dad3 

sick 

cbiMarba 

sama:g Ja 

cbiMa/],>Ka 

sama: d 3 a 

cbiMa,q>K3 

sama:d3a 

evil 

63arba 

bza:gJa 

63a,q>Ka 

bza:d3a 

63afl>K3 

bza:d3a 

valley 

Kbyanarba 

q w ala:g Ja 

K"bo/ia/],>Ka 

q w ala: d 3 a 

Ktya/ia^MO 

q w ala:d 3 a 

noon 

marbarbya 

eagJa:b w a 

maflwarbo 

ead 3 a:b w a 

insflwarbya 

Jad 3 a:b w a 

infidel 

rbayp 

g ja:war 

fl>Kayp 

d3a:war 

fl>Kayp 

d3a:war 


■ Besleney Kb [loj became q [t J] in other dialects: 


Meaning 

Besleney 

Standard Adyghe 

Kabardian 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

throat 

KbMM 

k J aj 

Hbin 

F/aj 

hum 

F/aj 

spleen 

Kb3 

kia 

43 

F/a 

43 

Fja 

to cough 

nCKbSH 

psk^an 

nCH3H 

pstjan 

nCH3H 

psFj an 


■ Besleney Klb [kt ' ] became kI [t J'] in other dialects: 





Meaning 

Besleney 

Standard Adyghe 

Kabardian 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

egg 

KlbSHKlbS 

ki'anki 'a 

kIshkIs 

tjr' ant]"' a 

kIshkIs 

F;' anF;' a 

ceiling 

KlbatflS 

k J' a: f a 

KlaWbO 

tj'a:J w a 

Klac)33 

tj' a: fa 

rope 

kI bancs 

ki'a:psa 

Klanca 

tj"' a: psa 

Klanca 

tj"'a:psa 

gun 

Klbspaxtys 

ki'ara:x w a 

Klapaxto 

tj"' ara:x w a 

Klapaxtys 

t ]' ara:x w a 

long 

KlbblXb 

ki' ah 

KlblXbS 

tj'aha 

KlblXb 

Fj'ah 

to kill 

yxIbbiH 

wkJ ' an 

yxIbiH 

wtj'an 

yxIbiH 

wtj"' an 

to move away 

IyxIbbiH 

? w akt'an 

IyxIbiH 

? w atJ r 'an 

IyxIbiH 

? w atJ r 'an 

key 

IyHKlbbl63S 

? w ankt'abza 

IyHKlbl63S 

? w antJ r ' abza 

IyHKlbl63 

? w antJ''abz 

beard 

>KbaKlb3 

z.a: ki' a 

>KaKl3 

3a: F/'a 

>KbaKl3 

z.a: tj' a 

poor 

TXbSMblLpKlb 

thamaekt' 

TXbaMbIKl 

tha: maFj' 

TXb3MblL4Kl3 

thamaetjT' a 

to be ashamed 

yKlbblTSH 

waki' atan 

yKlblTSH 

watj' atan 

yKlblTSH 

watj' atan 


Palato-alveolar affricates 

The palato-alveolar affricate consonants rk [CI 3 ], n [tj] and kI [t f' ] and the retroflex affricate 
consonants nt [t§] and nl ' ] became palato-alveolar /pK [CI 3 ], /pK [d 3 ], kI [£]" ' ], ,zpK [d 3 ] and kI 
[€}'] in Besleney while in Kabardian they became alveolo-palatal >k [ 3 ], >k [ 3 ], ipl [6 ' ], >k [ 3 ] and ipl 
[e' ]. [2][3] 

■ Western 4 [£}] became flat [CI3] in Besleney and >k [3] in Kabardian : 


Meaning 

Besleney 

Standard Adyghe 

Kabardian 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

cow 

fl>K3M 

d 3 am 

43 M 

tjam 

>K3M 

3 am 

spear 

6 /pKbl 

bd 3 a 

nnbi 

pF/a 

6 >Kbl 

b 3 a 

goat 

6fl>K3H 

bd 3 an 

nnsH 

ptjan 

6>K3H 

b 3 an 

village 

/pKbl/13 

d 3 ala 

Hbl/13 

tja^a 

>Kbl/13 

33(53 

night 

fl>K3Lp 

d 3 am 

HSipbl 

t^aea 

>K3LI4 

3 am 


■ Western kI [t J ' ] survived in Besleney and became u\I [g J in Kabardian : 


Meaning 

Besleney 

Standard Adyghe 

Kabardian 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

young man 

Klana 

tj" ' a: la 

Klana 

tj ' a: [ 5 a 

mla/ia 

e' a: la 

new 

Kl3 

Fj'a 

Kl3 

Fj'a 

mis 

e'a 

guest 

xbaxla 

ha:t]"a 

xbaxla 

hait^'a 

xbaLpIa 

ha: e ' a 






Western [t£] became ,q>K [d 3 ] in Besleney and >k [ 3 ] in Kabardian : 


Meaning 

Besleney 

Standard Adyghe 

Kabardian 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

tree 

A>Kbir 

d^ay 

Hbbirbi 


>Kbir 

3 a Y 

to sleep 

flwei/iH 

d3ajn 

HbbieH 

t§ajan 

>KeMH 

3 a jn 

to run 

flHOH 

d3an 

H"b3H 

t?an 

>K3H 

3 an 

to run down 

eflHOXblH 

jad3axan 

eHbSXblH 

jat^axan 

e>K3XblH 

ja3axan 

goat 

a,q>K3 

a:d3a 

ants 

a: t? a 

a>K3 

a:3a 

door 

6fl>K3 

bd3a 

nHi.3 

Pt^a 

6>K3 

b3a 


Others 

■ Besleney [t£] «• w [J] in other dialects: 


Meaning 

Besleney sub-dialect 

Standard Kabardian 

Standard Adyghe 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

Cyrillic 

IPA 

horse 

H"bbl 

tga 

LLIbl 

Ja 

LUbl 

Ja 

sister 

H'bbinx'by 

t?apx w 

ujbinxby 

Japx w 

ujbinx’by 

Japx w 

wedding 

HblCaHl.3 

nasa:t^a 

Hbicama 

nasa:Ja 

Hbicama 

nasa: J"a 


See also 


■ Hakuchi Adyghe dialect 

■ Shapsug Adyghe dialect 

■ Bzhedug Adyghe Dialect 

■ Abzakh Adyghe dialect 
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